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A MESSAGE FROM MAYOR REHM
I have heard it said that if you read about something on the internet then
it must be true. Everyone knows that is definitely not the case but there is one
instance where this is correct. The other day I was reading the news on the
internet and came upon an article entitled “The Top Places to Retire in the
Midwest”. I have to admit that the title made me curious so I checked it out and
not surprisingly, Town & Country was listed #1 as the best place to retire in the
Midwest. There were other municipalities in suburban St. Louis that were also
listed, along with a lot of other cities across the Midwest, but there can only be
one #1 and that is Town & Country. The article featured services that are
available to senior citizens throughout the St. Louis County area, see HERE. I do
not think anyone from our community would be surprised to learn that T&C is so
highly regarded for this and many other reasons.
I would also state that this is a wonderful community in which to grow up and also to live throughout adulthood.
It is a supportive environment in which to raise your family.
Exceptional community, educational, and health care services are the norm here and provide us a shared source
of pride in our City.
Like most communities, Town & Country struggles to fund our high level of police, fire, EMS, streets, parks and
public infrastructure with existing revenue sources. Unlike many cities Town & Country has the added burden of
funding our wonderful services without a local property tax. Two propositions are on the April 5th ballot to allow
for a “Use Tax” which would levy the same sales tax on internet purchases as is charged by local retailers. More
information is included on page 2 of this newsletter and will be forthcoming, but if you have any questions always
feel free to contact City Hall at 314-432-6606 or email our Finance Director Joan Jadali.
********
The Parks and Recreation Department has multiple events throughout the year and I would encourage everyone
to enjoy the concert series this summer and don't forget the T&C Campout on June 3rd.
Also, the State Audit has concluded and the City received a good rating from the State, which is not the norm for
most of these audits, and I think it was helpful to have it concluded and allow the City to move forward.
I for one will be happy for spring to arrive and I hope to see you at one of our beautiful parks or out on the trails.

The mission of the City of Town & Country is to maintain a hospitable environment for out residents and other stakeholders and to foster a “sense of community” among ourselves through the following values:
Integrity, Respect, Fiscal Responsibility, Safety and Security, Quality of Life, Community and Excellence!

More on Proposition U - Local Use Tax
The City of Town & Country, along with many area cities and St. Louis County, has placed
the “Use Tax” on the April 5 ballot. The Town & Country initiative is Prop U and the County
is Prop C. Both of these will provide for the same sales tax rate on internet and out-of-state
sales as is currently paid to local retailers. The Prop U ballot initiative was unanimously
recommended by the Town & Country Ways and Means Commission and also approved
unanimously by the Board of Aldermen. The State Legislature approved the “Wayfair”
legislation last year which requires the out-of-state vendors to collect the sales tax only if
approved by the local voters. There is already a state use tax so approval of Prop U and
Prop C will allow for the Town & Country portion to be collected and used for local services
such as police, fire, EMS, parks, public works and infrastructure.
St. Louis County Prop C, if approved, will provide important general fund revenues directly
to Town & Country.

April
5

MUNICIPAL ELECTION—TUESDAY, APRIL 5, 2022
LOCAL PROPOSITIONS
PROPOSITION U
Shall the City of Town and Country be authorized to impose a local use tax at the same rate as the
total local sales tax rate, provided that if any local sales tax is repealed, reduced or raised by voter
approval, the respective local use tax shall also be repealed, reduced or raised by the same action?
Yes [ ]

No [ ]

ALDERMANIC CANDIDATES
Barbara Ann Hughes—Ward 1

Fritz Wiesehan—Ward 2

I want to thank the residents of Ward One for giving me
the opportunity to serve a combined total of six years as
your Aldermen. Despite the challenges posed by the
COVID pandemic I have continued to maintain my original
mantra of focusing on programs and objectives that reflect
‘residents first’.

When I first ran for
office in 2020, I intended to stand for:

Community Engagement

Increased Transparency

It is deeply gratifying to see residents enjoying both
Longview and Drace Park with its historic log cabins. I
served as your Aldermen when both parks were designed and developed
based upon ‘residents first’. They continue to be treasured by one and all
on-a-daily-basis.

Open Communication
Responsible Land Use
Fiscal Responsibility
Police, Fire, and EMS services

Development/Zoning
We are a unique community that continues to be under scrutiny by
developers interested in challenging our zoning laws to meet their objectives,
not those of residents. I will continue to maintain ‘residents first’ by adhering
to one-acre single family zoning and our Comprehensive Land Use Plan.
Financial Outlook
With respect to the City’s financial outlook, it continues to be concerning. I
am committed to working with the other members of the Board to address
budget issues in a manner that reflects ‘residents first’.
Education

My views and position have not changed,
and I will continue to represent the
residents and businesses of our community.
Over the past couple of years in particular,
we have recognized the importance of our
local businesses and restaurants.

I am a graduate of the University of Illinois with a BFA in Art Education. I
retired from St. Louis County Government after twenty-six years of public
service. During my tenure I served fourteen years as a Deputy Juvenile Officer
with the Family Court of St. Louis County. At the time of my retirement, I
worked in the Department of Human Services monitoring Career Center
customer files for compliance with federal, state and local laws.

I have enjoyed serving on the Board of
Alderman, as well as the Parks and Trails
chair, over the past two years. It has been
great to meet and work with the residents
of Town and Country, particularly Ward 2,
and look forward to what the future brings.

I maintain a belief in placing Town and Country ‘residents first’ and will
continue to do so as your Ward One Alderman. See you at the polls on
Tuesday, April 5th!

As always, you can email me at
WiesehanF@town-and-country.org

Thank you,
Barbara Ann Hughes, Candidate
Alderman, Ward One

MUNICIPAL ELECTION—TUESDAY, APRIL 5, 2022
ALDERMANIC CANDIDATES (cont.)
Mohammad Agha—Ward 3
I’m a native St. Louisan who
moved here when I was 11 years
old; before that, I lived for 5
years in Belleville, Illinois. Shortly
after moving here, I enrolled in
and

graduated from Priory. I

then went to a 6-year combined
undergraduate-medical program
at the University of Missouri-Kansas City where I obtained
my BA/MD. After finishing my medical training in Virginia,
I returned to Missouri to work at Mizzou as an Assistant
Professor of Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation &
Orthopedic Surgery as a non-surgical musculoskeletal
physician. There I saw patients with a wide variety of
musculoskeletal complaints, taught medical students and
trainees, and served on committees in my department,
hospital, and specialty societies. I also served as the Editor
-in-Chief of a book for trainees and early career attending
physicians for ultrasound-guided injections. Two years
ago, I moved back to St. Louis to take on administrative/
leadership roles, initially at BJC and now SSM.
In my current role, I work on improving care processes by
working with a wide variety of stakeholders, negotiating
everyone’s positions to get to a solution that benefits our
caregivers and patients. I believe this skillset will translate
well to being an Alderman. I’ve been blessed to have built
the foundation of my life in St. Louis and want to give
back to this community. Thank you and I hope to serve
you in the future as a Ward 3 Alderman.

For more information, including
sample ballots and polling
places, please visit the St. Louis
County Board of Elections
website by clicking HERE

Michelle Francisco—Ward 3
As your alderman, my intent is to
preserve the best parts about living
in Town & Country (green space,
spacious lot sizes, safety, great
schools, sense of community) while
working to make it even better.
While I’ve lived here for nearly 6
years, I’ve been coming back for
over 20 (my husband Rich grew up
here having attended Mason Ridge
and Priory). In 2016, looking to leave
behind the hustle and bustle of Chicago for a more tranquil place to raise our children, we chose Town & Country. As everyone who lives here knows, it’s a great place
to raise a family and I’m so happy to be back here permanently doing exactly that!
A little bit about me:
 I am a graduate of Indiana University (BS in Business/
Marketing).
 My professional experience includes marketing work
with the NBA (Indiana Pacers), international pricing
and project management with American Airlines in
Dallas, writing/editing for a Japanese consultancy in
Tokyo.
 I have traveled extensively exposing me to different
people/cultures, including living in Tokyo for 3 years.
 I served on my children’s school board in Chicago for
3 years.
My involvement specifically with Town & Country
includes:
 Steering committee member of Town & Country
2020: A Twenty-Year Comprehensive Plan adopted
by Planning and Zoning which was the culmination of
a 2 year effort to chart our community’s future.
 Member of the Veterans/First Responders Task Force
where we are working to erect a memorial, honoring
veterans and first responders.
 Spearheaded the concert series at Town Square.
 Served on the Arts and Culture Commission where I
was involved in planning/executing the annual Art and
Wine event, assisting with artist receptions and bringing new art to the area.
 Appointed to Parks and Trails Commission.
With your vote, I look forward to continuing to serve our
wonderful community.

MUNICIPAL ELECTION—TUESDAY, APRIL 5, 2022
ALDERMANIC CANDIDATES (cont.)
Sue Allen—Ward 4

David Murphy—Ward 4
I am running for Ward 4
Alderman to help drive economic, infrastructure and community
engagement plans for the city.
My skills in business, marketing,
process
improvement,
and
organizational management are
essential attributes for this
position.

I thank the Ward 4 residents for
their past support. It is an honor to
serve on our City Board of
Alderman, and I ask for your vote
April 5th to retain this privilege for
two more years.
Over the past two years, I chaired
the Ways and Means Commission
which works with our Mayor, our
City Administrator and others to draft and pass an annual
balanced budget. Thanks to strong prior financial
reserves, our City weathered the COVID impact on sales
tax revenues reasonably well.
Our City is highly
dependent on sales taxes since residents pay no City
property taxes. Even prior to COVID, our reserves were
trending downward. We are currently in a situation
where services and operating costs are outpacing
revenues. The City needs additional revenue streams
which I will be working with others to pursue in the next
few months.
I co-chaired the Fire and EMS Task Force and worked with
the Board and administration to negotiate a new contract
for the City’s Fire and EMS services which represent a
major cost to the City. We are very fortunate to have a
top notch Police Department and contracted services with
West County EMS. I believe we need shorter response
times for EMS in many areas of Ward 4 but our funding is
currently inadequate to address that now.
This past year I was unanimously elected by the Board to
serve as Board President. This Board has had challenging
but respectful discussions.
I proposed and am chairing a task force to establish a
Town and Country Tribute to Veterans and First
Responders. We anticipate this very meaningful project
will be completed within two years and funded through
private contributions.
I appreciate hearing from residents with concerns or
questions. I always respond back.
God Bless
Sue Allen
314-265-3824

I am a marketing director at Cyxtera Technologies, a
global technology leader in colocation/data centers.
Raised in Boston, I moved to the St. Louis area in 1993.
Married and parent to five children, I am a homeowner
resident of Town and Country. Our family has lived in
Town and Country for over 23 years. My three
stepchildren attended Mason Ridge, and all five children
graduated from Parkway Schools.
Volunteerism:


Town and Country Public Arts Commission




Parkway Central Band Art & Craft Fair




Producer for the Summer Concert series
Marketing lead

St. Louis Zoo Auction Committee

Business closures and slowdowns have impacted our
revenues. As a result, resources to improve our city have
been constrained. We need innovative approaches to
support our local businesses and grow revenues for Town
and Country.
Infrastructure must be modernized. It’s imperative our
enhancements deliver on aesthetics and functional uses.
Management of our processes needs to be improved.
Neighborhoods need to be able to streamline updates to
subdivision indentures. Our retail centers need more
attention. Ward 4 needs enhancements to public access
including walk/bike paths, and park improvements. I will
investigate funding options from the national, state and
county levels to ensure we realize every opportunity.
Community engagement can be enhanced with events
and activities appealing to our residents. This includes
concerts, cultural events, and inventive ways to celebrate
the culture of our city. I will create more inclusive, fun
activities for all residents.
Learn more at www.murphy4alderman.com or contact
me at murphy4alderman@gmail.com.
I welcome your support. Thank you.

A Message from the
Town & Country Police Department
PUBLIC SAFETY ANNOUNCEMENT:
HELP US PREVENT “WARM UP THEFTS”!
Single digit temperatures are difficult to deal with but what’s worse? Your vehicle being stolen as you
warm it up. Not all remote starts systems are equal and car thieves know it.
DON’T GET LEFT OUT IN THE COLD!! NEVER LEAVE YOUR VEHICLE UNATTENDED WITH THE
ENGINE RUNNING. A friendly safety reminder from your partner in keeping Town & Country safe!
On December 21st, TCPD was awarded 3 dozen Duck
Donuts from West County EMS & Fire Chief Jeff Sadtler
after emerging victorious in raising funds and collecting
toys for West County’s annual holiday toy drive. This
year’s toy drive surpassed our wildest expectations and
we are grateful to the entire T & C community for all the
support.

We are happy and proud to report that in
December of 2021, Police Chief Jim Cavins was
elected to serve in the role of Secretary for the St.
Louis Area Police Chiefs Association. He was
officially sworn in on January 13th, 2022. Congrats
Chief Cavins!

Lifesaving Award Recipients
During the month of December, Corporal Steve Doll,
along with Officers Josh Hamel and Joel Laney, received
Lifesaving awards from Chief Cavins for their recent
efforts in assisting a person who had overdosed while
driving and subsequently was involved in a vehicle
collision. Upon initial contact, the subject was
unconscious and not breathing. Due to the quick and
decisive actions of these Officers, the subject was revived
and survived.

You have a choice!
With the many changes which have occurred in the collection of trash, recyclables and yard waste over the last
several years, there is one thing that has not. You (or your subdivision for those who participate in collective solid
waste contracting) have a choice in who provides your solid waste services. The City of Town & Country does not
dictate the provider of your service. Licenses are issued to four separate haulers in an effort to insure this service is
provided in a safe and secure manner. You can reach the four licensed haulers at the following:


American Eagle Waste

314-631-8381



Republic Services

636-947-5959



Waste Management

314-506-4700



Gateway Disposal

314-900-2070

American Eagle

Republic Services

Waste Management Gateway Disposal

Curbside

$20.00

$26.28

$25.20

$17.50

Rear Yard

$28.00

$45.52

$33.60

$26.26

Yard Waste

$3.00/Bag

Yard Waste—
Monthly

OR $15.00

$21.26

$16.80

$9.75

DISCLAIMER: The City of Town and Country follows guidelines
and restrictions as presented and required by St. Louis County.
Please note that some of the events advertised in this Newsletter
are subject to changes or cancellation to abide by said guidelines
and to keep our citizens safe and healthy. Our website is
updated frequently, so be sure to visit www.town-andcountry.org for the most recent updates on our events.

PHOTOGRAPHERS
MUST REGISTER!
You must register for a FREE permit to
photograph in Town and Country parks. The
purpose of the registration is to communicate
the park rules and provide contact information.
Complete the form HERE.

CONTACT THE PARKS AND REC DEPARTMENT

Yoga Stretch
Studio

All Level Yoga
Studio

Be Well in the Barn
Barn

What is Community Wellness & Mindfulness?
Scientifically-based programs led by certified
instructors that connect people to nature, one
another and themselves.

OUR INSTRUCTORS
Laurel Clark
Dream teacher & counselor, Life
Purpose Consultant, Author,
Mindfulness Teacher

Sara Clem
Yoga Professional, Health, Wellness
& Mindfulness Consultant

Calendar—At a Glance…
View a full version of our Calendar of Events with meeting time and location by visiting our website,
www.town-and-country.org

MARCH
3

Municipal Court

7

Architectural Review Board

14

Board of Aldermen

16

Planning and Zoning Commission

17

Municipal Court

21

Board of Adjustment*

21

Parks and Trails Commission

21

Public Works Commission

28

Board of Aldermen

*Meeting subject to change

APRIL
4

Architectural Review Board

21

Municipal Court

5

ELECTION DAY

25

Board of Aldermen

7

Municipal Court

26

Police, Fire & EMS Commission

11

Board of Aldermen

18

Board of Adjustment*

18

Parks and Trails Commission

18

Pubic Works Commission

20

Planning and Zoning Commission

*Meeting subject to change

Did you
KNOW

The City has been streaming some Board and Commission Meetings LIVE! Click
the “Watch” banner on the homepage of our website on meeting day to watch.
You can also access previous meetings on our YouTube Channel or in the
Agenda Center on our website.

Find us online!

