December 2021

A Message from Mayor Rehm
From my family, the elected officials, and your staff at City Hall, we
hope you had a blessed Thanksgiving and are looking forward to a
wonderful holiday season. In the spirit of this thankful time of year, it is
most appropriate to express my sincere appreciation to all those that
give their time and talents to make Town and Country such a great place
to live. The staff and elected officials take immense pride in their service
to the community and it is an honor to work alongside each of them. I
also want to take this time to thank those resident volunteers that serve
on our various boards and commissions. Our community is one built on
and made all the better by the engagement and input of its residents,
which is so apparent when looking at the work product of the commissions. We have residents from
all four wards, with all matter of experience and expertise, putting their voices to good use for the
betterment of all. I offer my utmost gratitude to those that have served in the past or are currently
serving, we are lucky to benefit from your service. This coming spring it will be time to reinvigorate
our commissions by seeking new voices to add to the conversation and fresh perspectives to ensure
we are always moving forward, together. If you’d be interested in contributing to our City’s mission,
please check out our current commissions and consider filling out an application for appointment. If
you’d like to talk about any of the groups, their duties, meeting schedules, etc. please feel free to
reach out to me or to our City Clerk Ashley McNamara. Keep an eye out for a postcard arriving to
your mailbox soon about budget highlights and how to sign up for Notify Me to get specific, real time
info. My warmest wishes for your holiday season!

The mission of the City of Town & Country is to maintain a hospitable environment for out residents and other stakeholders and to foster a “sense of community” among ourselves through the following values:
Integrity, Respect, Fiscal Responsibility, Safety and Security, Quality of Life, Community and Excellence!

Employee Years of Service
Congratulations to the following employees who recently
celebrated a milestone in years of service!
Administration
Ryan Spencer, City Planner—5 years of service
Yvonne Monroe, Court Clerk—15 years of service
Tom Thousand, Maintenance Foreman—15 years of service
Anne Nixon, Parks and Recreation Director—15 years of service
Geno Russo, Maintenance Worker —10 years of service

Police Department
Corporal Steve Doll—5 years of service
Officer Alex Pflueger—5 years of service
Sergeant Jeff McNutt—10 years of service
Detective Katie Exline—10 years of service

WHO TO CALL AT CITY HALL
ADMINISTRATION/GENERAL INQUIRIES—314-432-6606
PLANNING AND PUBLIC WORKS—314-587-2820
POLICE DEPARTMENT ADMINISTRATION—314-587-2840
MUNICIPAL COURT—314-432-1420
PARKS AND RECREATION—314-587-2838

Topping Road Improvements
The City began construction on Topping Road Phase I, in mid-November, and anticipates a completion in
Spring 2022. Work will include signal upgrades at Topping & Clayton, storm sewer work, 5-foot concrete
sidewalk installation from Clayton to Topping Estates, and repaving of Topping from Clayton to Fiddle
Creek Lane.
Questions or concerns throughout the project can be directed to the Planning & Public Works Department
at (314) 587-2820.

THINK GREEN THIS HOLIDAY SEASON
Did you know that each year between Thanksgiving and New Year’s one million tons of extra household
trash is generated every week? Now that St. Louis County has single-stream recycling, it is even easier to be
green during the holidays, since the majority of waste in your house can go into the recycling cart. Here are
some quick recycling ideas for this holiday season.

Wrapping and Packaging:


Plan for recycling! All non-foil wrapping paper and gift boxes can be recycled in your curbside bin or at
recycling drop-off locations



Save large pieces of wrapping paper, bows, ribbons, and tissues for reuse or craft projects



Think beyond rolls of gift-wrapping and bags of bows. Be creative while reducing waste! Use scarves,
handkerchiefs, or bandanas as wrappers, and wrap two gifts together!



Use original wrapping such as old maps, kids colored pages, newsprint, comics, or a decorated brown
paper shopping bag

Christmas Trees:


Consider buying a potted Norfolk pine, fig tree, or indoor houseplant that can be used every holiday
season as your evergreen tree



Consider buying an artificial tree that can be reused every year



Real Christmas trees are considered yard waste



If you don’t have yard waste as part of your trash service, trees can be taken to a compost facility - a list
of facilities is provided in the St. Louis County Holiday Recycling Guide HERE.



For more environmentally-friendly ideas such as reusing live trees, visit the website of the Missouri
Department of Conservation at www.mdc.mo.gov

Seasonal tips:
Traditional brick fireplaces create an atmosphere of warmth but don’t effectively heat your home,
though radiant heat is felt directly in front of fireplace. Why? Consider the physics of fire. It needs oxygen to
burn. As the fire builds in strength, it draws in more oxygen. That oxygen is coming from air in your home. If
your home’s heating system is on (or has been on and the home is warm), your fire will draw that heat right
up the chimney. With heat escaping and the home cooling, your thermostat will trigger your heater to come
on. It will continue trying to keep up with the heat escaping up your chimney and eventually you’ll see it
reflected in your next utility bill. So if you are going to have a fireplace fire this season, try these tips to keep
costs and pollution to a minimum.


Turn your heating system down, (or off), while the fire is burning



Shut interior doors of the room where the fireplace is located – this will limit warm air being drawn from
the rest of the home



Open the closest window to the fireplace a crack and that will supply plenty of oxygen for your fire



Use manufactured logs made from mill by-products; they have the advantage of burning cleaner and
polluting less



When your fire is completely out, remember to close your fireplace flu, or warm air from your house will
continue escaping up the chimney



If you never use your fireplace (or only occasionally use it), consider purchasing a chimney plug to limit
conditioned air from escaping around flues that don’t seal well

A Message from the
Town & Country Police Department
During a special ceremony on Wednesday, December 8, 2021, Chief Cavins presented TCPD
Officers with the following awards:

Lifesaving Awards:
Corporal Steve Doll
Officer Josh Hamel
Officer Joel Laney
These awards were presented for the officers’
professional, swift and decisive actions performed
during an incident on October 24, 2021.

Exemplary Policing
Awards:
Sergeant Chris Moore
Officer Eric Diaz
These awards were presented
for the officers’ initiative, drive,
and research which were
financially rewarding to the
organization as a whole.

TCPD takes on No Shave November
In an effort to enhance fundraising efforts for the West County
EMS & Fire Holiday Toy Drive, TCPD once again participated in
“No Shave November”. Officers who wished to participate each
donated $50 to the fundraiser, and over $900 was raised for the
purchase of toys! Thank you to the officers and the Town and
Country residents and businesses who contributed to this
wonderful cause.

DISCLAIMER: The City of Town and Country follows guidelines and
restrictions as presented and required by St. Louis County. Please note
that some of the events advertised in this Newsletter are subject to
changes or cancellation to abide by said guidelines and to keep our
citizens safe and healthy. Our website is updated frequently, so be sure
to visit www.town-and-country.org for the most recent updates on our
events.

LONGVIEW FARM HOUSE
CELEBRATE ~ SHOWER ~ WED

The historic Longview Farm
House offers three unique rooms
available for reservation. The
perfect place for your event!
Click HERE for additional photos
and detailed information on
hosting a meeting or special
event.
To check availability, or to book your reservation, contact the Parks Department at:
314-587-2814 or parks@town-and-country.org

Photos with Santa!

Many families joined us Saturday, December 11 at Town Square for
another year of Santa photos!
A big THANK YOU to our sponsor Farmer’s Insurance Beth Bell Agency!

Calendar—At a Glance…
View a full version of our Calendar of Events with meeting time and location by visiting our website,
www.town-and-country.org

JANUARY
3

Architectural Review Board

24

Board of Aldermen

6

Municipal Court

25

Police, Fire & EMS Commission

10

Board of Aldermen

31

Parks and Trails Commission

17

HOLIDAY—CITY OFFICES CLOSED

18

Board of Adjustment*

18

Public Works Commission

19

Planning and Zoning Commission

20

Municipal Court

*Meeting subject to change

FEBRUARY
3

Municipal Court

22

Public Works Commission

7

Architectural Review Board

28

Board of Aldermen

14

Board of Aldermen

16

Planning and Zoning Commission

17

Municipal Court

21

HOLIDAY—CITY OFFICES CLOSED

22

Police, Fire & EMS Commission

22

Board of Adjustment*

*Meeting subject to change

Did you
KNOW

The City will continue to stream Board of Aldermen meetings LIVE! Click the
“Watch” banner on the homepage of our website on meeting day to watch.
You can also access previous meetings on our YouTube Channel or in the
Agenda Center on our website.

Find us online!

