BOARD OF ALDERMEN
CITY OF TOWN AND COUNTRY
JANUARY 11, 2021
Given the current public health crisis, various emergency meeting declarations, and in
accordance with the provisions of Sec. 610.020, RSMo., the Board of Aldermen meetings
were held via Zoom videoconference and streamed live to YouTube. Public comments on
hearings and agenda items were solicited via email. Public viewing of the meeting was
made available via the City’s website at www.town-and-country.org.
WORK SESSION
The work session meeting of the Board of Aldermen of the City of Town and Country was
held at 6:45 PM on Monday, January 11, 2021 via Zoom videoconference.
Present were: Aldermen Allen, Benigas, Frautschi, Holman, Hughes, Mortland, Wiesehan,
and Wittmaier.
In Mayor Dalton’s absence, Acting President Benigas presided.
City Attorney Steve Garrett was also present via videoconference to represent the City.
1. Discussion – Regular Meeting Agenda Items
No votes were taken.
REGULAR MEETING
The regular meeting of the Board of Aldermen of the City of Town and Country was held at
7:00 PM on Monday, January 11, 2021 via Zoom videoconference.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Dalton led the Pledge of Allegiance.
ROLL CALL
The 7:00 PM roll call indicated Aldermen Allen, Benigas, Frautschi, Holman, Hughes,
Mortland, Wiesehan, and Wittmaier to be present via videoconference.
Mayor Dalton presided.
City Attorney Steve Garrett was also present via videoconference to represent the City.
Mayor Dalton expressed appreciation to Acting President Benigas for presiding over the
Work Session.
MINUTES – 12/14/20 Regular Meeting
Alderman Allen moved for approval, seconded by Alderman Mortland.
Mayor Dalton called for any corrections or amendments.
Hearing none, the minutes of 12/14/20 were unanimously approved.
The City Clerk noted, for the record, that no fax meeting was held at the end of December
and as such, no additional minutes or warrant lists required approval.
HEARING FROM CITIZENS
The City Clerk noted that no public comments were submitted for this agenda item, though
others would be entered at the appropriate time.
PUBLIC HEARING(S)
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A public hearing to consider Zoning Code Amendments related to text amendment
procedures; Section 405.290.

Mayor Dalton declared the public hearing open and the City Clerk entered the following
exhibits:
1.

Affidavit of Publication of Notice of Hearing published in the St. Louis Countian on
December 21, 2020.

2.

Typewritten notice of hearing posted at the Municipal Center, on the City’s website,
and sent via Notify Me.

3.

Bill No. 21-01.

City Planner Ryan Spencer stood available for questions or comments.
The City Clerk confirmed that no public comments were submitted for the record.
Hearing no further, the public hearing was closed.


A public hearing to consider Zoning Code Amendments related to signage;
Chapter 420.

Mayor Dalton declared the public hearing open and the City Clerk entered the following
exhibits:
1.

Affidavit of Publication of Notice of Hearing published in the St. Louis Countian on
December 21, 2020.

2.

Typewritten notice of hearing posted at the Municipal Center, on the City’s website,
and sent via Notify Me.

3.

Bill No. 21-02.

City Planner Ryan Spencer and Ed Sluys, legal counsel, stood available for questions or
comments. Utilizing a PowerPoint presentation, Mr. Spencer provided information about the
background, process, and participants involved with the Sign Code’s major overhaul. He
outlined the major amendments to include definitions, graphics, process, general
requirements, and types allowed by zoning district. The PowerPoint presentation is attached
hereto and made a part of these minutes.
Mayor Dalton thanked Mr. Spencer, Chairman Cima, Mr. Bolazina, legal counsel, Alderman
Frautschi, and the entirety of the Planning & Zoning Commission for their thoughtful and
substantive work.
Alderman Frautschi thanked Mr. Spencer and noted that a potential amendment regarding
fluttering signs may be forthcoming. Mr. Spencer and Mr. Sluys clarified that several
definitions would be revised in order to better describe certain signage without regulating
content.
In response to Alderman Wiesehan, Mr. Spencer provided a brief explanation of the various
processes for noncompliant signage to include variances, conditional uses, and unified sign
plans.
The City Clerk confirmed that no public comments were submitted for the record.
Hearing no further, the public hearing was closed.
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APPOINTMENTS
The Mayor announced his intent to seek the Board’s support for the following appointments
at the January 25 meeting.
 Ways & Means-Janine Fabick (At-Large)
 Public Works-Todd Staley (At-Large)
 Police, Fire & EMS-Pete Eggebrecht (Ward 2)
COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS
Mayor Dalton
Mayor Dalton referred to the tragic nature of the events that have recently taken place in the
nation’s capital and noted that the flag is currently at half-staff by federal order in recognition
of the associated loss of life.
Alderman Frautschi
Alderman Frautschi echoed the comments made by Mayor Dalton. She also noted that the
Planning & Zoning Commission meeting scheduled for Wednesday, January 20 has been
cancelled for lack of agenda items.
Alderman Wittmaier
Alderman Wittmaier announced that the Conservation Commission met on January 4 and
continued discussion of the group’s priorities for 2021 which are recorded in the minutes of
that meeting.
Alderman Hughes
Alderman Hughes stated that the next meeting of the Community Art & Culture Commission
would be held from 6:30-7:30 PM on Wednesday, January 13, via Zoom.
She added that installation of the sculpture Depth of Form would take place at 1:00 PM on
Wednesday, at Longview Farm Park.
Alderman Mortland
Alderman Mortland reported that the Police, Fire & EMS Commission would hold its next
meeting at 4:30 PM on January 26, via Zoom.
He also announced that the Fire & EMS Task Force will next meet at 8:00 AM on January
21, via Zoom.
Finally, he noted that the Public Infrastructure Task Force has presented its findings to the
Board of Aldermen and the report will be posted on the City’s website.
Alderman Holman
Alderman Holman stated that the Public Works Commission has moved its regularly
scheduled meeting in observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day and would now meet at
4:30 PM on January 19, via Zoom.
Alderman Wiesehan
Alderman Wiesehan reported that the Parks & Trails Commission similarly moved its
meeting in observance of the holiday and will meet at 6:30 PM on January 19, via Zoom.
Alderman Allen
Alderman Allen announced that the Ways & Means Commission would hold its next meeting
at 8:30 AM on Friday, January 15, via Zoom.
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Alderman Benigas
Alderman Benigas commented on the petition for a state audit and noted that it is an
unnecessary and financially imprudent political campaign. He remarked on the lack of open
discussion or public discourse on the matter, particularly given the Board’s earlier interest in
conducting a performance audit. He submitted a written statement regarding the audit and
explained that a resolution concerning same would be brought forward at the next meeting.
Said statement is attached hereto and made a part of these minutes.
City Administrator
Mr. Shelton provided an update to the Board about staff’s implementation of various
performance management tools; in this case, surveys have been sent to impacted property
owners associated with the twelve most recent public works projects for feedback.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
BILL NO. 20-74, AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR TO
EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT AMENDMENT WITH ST. LOUIS COUNTY REGARDING THE
CLAYTON ROAD AND BALLAS ROAD INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS (sponsored by
Aldermen Holman & Hughes) (1st reading 12/14/20)
Mayor Dalton called for a second reading, without objection. Without objection, Bill No. 2074 was read for the second time and placed upon its final passage.
Alderman Allen moved for approval, seconded by Alderman Holman.
Alderman Hughes inquired about the urgency of the agreement amendment’s approval
given the information that has recently been distributed. In response, Mr. Shelton explained
that while there is no urgency, this ordinance is for a mutual agreement with St. Louis
County to terminate the project. He also provided background about the project’s lengthy
history, process, appraisals, and the ultimate decision of both entities not to move forward.
In response to Mayor Dalton, Mr. Shelton confirmed that St. Louis County drafted the
agreement amendment, with subsequent revisions by the City’s legal team agreed upon by
both entities.
Alderman Holman reported that she contacted Joe Kulessa, St. Louis County engineer,
upon receiving an email that challenged the Board to verify St. Louis County’s amenability to
the agreement amendment. She explained that Mr. Kulessa confirmed that the County
wishes to move forward with the agreement termination as presented and does not believe
that any nefarious actions took place with regards to the project.
The City Clerk entered one email from Lindsey Butler into the record that had been
previously distributed to the Board of Aldermen. After brief discussion, the email message in
its entirety was read aloud. Said email is attached hereto and made a part of these minutes.
Alderman Holman added for the record that Mr. Kulessa, after hearing a recitation of the
email, stated that the message included some statements that were untrue. He also noted
that the project was by no means “cut-and-dry” and that it was a mutual decision between
the County and City to terminate the project. She encouraged the Board to contact County
as well.
The roll call vote was as follows: AYE, Aldermen Allen, Benigas, Frautschi, Holman,
Hughes, Mortland, Wiesehan, and Wittmaier; NAY, none; ABSTAIN, none; ABSENT, none.
The motion carried unanimously and Bill No. 20-74 became Ordinance No. 4414.
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BILL NO. 20-75, AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING THE PROPOSAL OF DANZIGER &
MARKHOFF, LLP, TO PROVIDE SUCCESSIVE GASB 75 ACTUARIAL SERVICES FOR
OTHER POST-EMPLOYMENT BENEFITS (OPEB) FOR RETIREES (sponsored by
Alderman Allen) (1st reading 12/14/20)
Mayor Dalton called for a second reading, without objection. Without objection, Bill No. 2075 was read for the second time and placed upon its final passage.
Alderman Allen moved for approval, seconded by Alderman Hughes.
Mr. Shelton noted that these services will provide a performance audit of the City,
specifically regarding retirement benefits.
The roll call vote was as follows: AYE, Aldermen Allen, Benigas, Frautschi, Holman,
Hughes, Mortland, Wiesehan, and Wittmaier; NAY, none; ABSTAIN, none; ABSENT, none.
The motion carried unanimously and Bill No. 20-75 became Ordinance No. 4415.
NEW BUSINESS
BILL NO. 21-01, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE IV, CHAPTER 405 THE ZONING
REGULATIONS, OF THE TOWN AND COUNTRY MUNICIPAL CODE, SPECIFICALLY BY
THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 405.290 REGARDING PROPOSED TEXT
AMENDMENTS (sponsored by the Board as a Whole)
Mayor Dalton called for a first reading, without objection. Without objection, Bill No. 21-01
was read for the first time by title only.
Mayor Dalton declared Bill No. 21-01 continued to the meeting of Monday, January 25, 2021
for the second reading and consideration.
BILL NO. 21-02, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE IV, CHAPTER 420 SIGN
REGULATIONS, OF THE TOWN AND COUNTRY MUNICIPAL CODE BY REPLACING
THE LANGUAGE (sponsored by the Board as a Whole)
Mayor Dalton called for a first reading, without objection. Without objection, Bill No. 21-02
was read for the first time by title only.
Mayor Dalton declared Bill No. 21-02 continued to the meeting of Monday, January 25, 2021
for the second reading and consideration.
APPROVAL OF A PURCHASE ORDER
Alderman Frautschi moved for approval of a purchase order to Kustom Signals for three (3)
laser speed guns, in the amount of $6,450.
Alderman Mortland seconded and a voice vote carried.
BILL NO. 21-03, AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR TO
EXECUTE A CONSULTANT AGREEMENT WITH TINA CHARUMILIND FOR
SUPPLEMENTAL ACCOUNTING SERVICES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2021 (sponsored by
Alderman Allen)
Mayor Dalton called for a first reading, without objection. Without objection, Bill No. 21-03
was read for the first time by title only.
Mayor Dalton declared Bill No. 21-03 continued to the meeting of Monday, January 25, 2021
for the second reading and consideration.
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BILL NO. 21-04, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE TOWN AND COUNTRY MUNICIPAL
CODE BY THE AMENDMENT OR DELETION OF CERTAIN SECTIONS THAT RELATE
TO THE POSITIONS OF CITY ENGINEER AND PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR (sponsored
by the Board as a Whole)
Mayor Dalton called for a first reading, without objection. Without objection, Bill No. 21-04
was read for the first time by title only.
Mayor Dalton declared Bill No. 21-04 continued to the meeting of Monday, January 25, 2021
for the second reading and consideration.
BILL NO. 21-05, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE TOWN AND COUNTRY MUNICIPAL
CODE BY THE AMENDMENT OR DELETION OF CERTAIN SECTIONS THAT RELATE
TO THE POSITIONS OF CITY TREASURER AND FINANCE DIRECTOR (sponsored by the
Board as a Whole)
Mayor Dalton called for a first reading, without objection. Without objection, Bill No. 21-05
was read for the first time by title only.
Mayor Dalton declared Bill No. 21-05 continued to the meeting of Monday, January 25, 2021
for the second reading and consideration.
WARRANT LIST-01/11/21
Alderman Allen moved for approval, seconded by Alderman Mortland.
Mayor Dalton called for discussion or amendments.
Alderman Wiesehan requested an update on the water and sewer bills at Town Square. In
response, Mr. Shelton noted that the water bill has decreased significantly and the sewer bill
will also show an adjustment after MSD is able to obtain several readings.
Hearing no amendments, a voice vote was taken on the warrant list of January 11, 2021, in
the amount of $1,234,898.84, and carried.
OTHER
ADJOURN
On motion of Alderman Hughes, seconded by Alderman Wiesehan and unanimously
confirmed by voice vote, the meeting was adjourned at 8:04 PM.

Ashley McNamara
City Clerk
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Background
@

The current sign code was established as
an independent code chapter in 1989.

@

Prior to that time signage was regulated
within the Zoning Code

@

The current code has only been amended
5 times in previous 31 years.
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Major Amendments
® Definitions
® Graphics
® Process
® General Requirements
® Zoning Districts

1. Definitions
® Updated terminology and elimination of
content-based " definitions
11

• 25 additions
• 13 amendments
• 25 deletions
• 16 unchanged
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2. Graphics and Illustrations - Current
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3. Process
® Fee increased from $75 to $100
® Expiration of Permits
• Elimination of annual renewal requirement

® Revocation of Permits
Would be an administrative process and not Aldermanic

® Variances & Appeals
• Sign Variances= Board of Adjustment
• Conditional Signs = PZ Review and BOA approval
<e)

Unified Sign Plans
• Established a Purpose subsection, an Application Process
subsection and materials to be submitted

4. General Requirements
® Consolidated various technical specifications

into one specific section.
® Eliminated maximum color requirements

® Expanded maximum letter heights

® Expressly prohibited digital signs
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Digital Signs
(~

There is only one approved digital sign within the City:

~

Approved via sign variance on April 23, 2012
Regulations pertaining to digital signs were in the draft
code amendments based on approved sign variance
Extended discussion. but in the end the Planning and
Zoning Commission recommended that they be
prohibited.

Letter Heights
Current code is very restrictive for letter heights
12 ~

for non-residential uses in residential

18" for office/ medical uses

•

30+ varia nce approvals in past 10 years.

r.

Majority for office buildings along freeways.

·•

Planning and Zoning reviewed variance data and surrounding city
regu lations and recommends:
24" as standard for non-residential/office/ medical or
36" if adjacent to major freeways
Letter sizes above permitted height will require a conditional review process

10
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Sign Types
SI n T e ·location Com arlson
Comm...d~l Dbtrkts
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Municipal Center
1011 Municipal Center Drive
Town & Country
Missouri 63131-1101
Tele. (314) 432-6606
Fax (314) 432-1286

TOWN&
COUNTRY

Jonathan F. Dalton
Mayor

Robert Shelton
City Administrator

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
BOARD OF ALDERMEN
CITY OF TOWN & COUNTRY, MO
Notice is hereby given that the Board of Aldermen of the City of Town and Country will hold a
Public Hearing on Monday, January 11 , 202 1 at 7:00 P.M., in the Municipal Center, 1011
Municipal Center Drive, 63131, via videoconference, to consider Zoning Code Amendments
related to signage; Chapter 420.
The hearing will be streamed live at the aforementioned date and time, tune in by clicking the
"WATCH" banner on our homepage at www.town-and-countrv.org .
All interested parties may examine all public documents relating to this matter at the Municipal
Center by appointment only, or via our website. Please read below for directions on submitting
public comments for inclusion in the public hearing . For direct inquiries about the project,
please contact City Planner Ryan Spencer at (314) 587-2827.

~~V'DJ~
Ashley McNamara
City Clerk
All public documents referenced above can be reviewed online at www.town-andcountry.org/386/publicnotices or in-person by special appointment.
Due to current and potentially extended COVID-19 restrictions on gatherings, please forward
any public comments for the above noted hearing to City Clerk Ashley McNamara at
McNamaraAN@town-and-country.org before Monday, January 11 , 2021 at 4:30 PM for
distribution to the Board of Aldermen and inclusion in the formal record . If you have questions
concerning the submittal of your public comments, contact Ashley via email or at (314) 5872806.

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION
STATE OF MISSOURI

}

S.S.

COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS

Before th e undersigned Notary Public personally appeared Karie C lark on
behalf of THE COUNTIAN, ST. LOUIS COUNTY who, being duly sworn,
attests that said ne wspaper is qualified under the provisions of Missouri law
governing public notices to publish, and did so publish, the notice annexed
hereno, starting with the December 21, 2020 edition and end ing with the
December 21, 2020 edition, for a total of I publications:
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
BOARD OF ALDERMEN
CITY OF TOWN & COUNTRY, rNJ
Notice isherebygiven that the Board
of Aldermen of the Oty ofTown and
Country will hold a Public Hearing on
Monday, January 11, 2021 at 7:00
P.M .. in the Municipal Center, 1011
Municipal Center Drive, 63131, via
videoconference, to consider Zoning
Code Amendments related to signage;
Chapter 420.
The hearing will be streamed live at
the aforementioned date and time,
tune in by clicking the "WATCH"
banner on otr homepage at
www.town-and-<:ountry.org.
All interested parties may exami ne all
public documents relating to this
matter at the Municipal Center by
appointment only, or via our website.
Please read below for drectionson
submitting public commentsfor Inclusion in the public hearing. For direct
inquiries about the project, please
contact City Planner Ryan Spencer at
(314) 587-2827.
Ashley McNamara
City Clerk
All public documents referenced
above can be reviewed on line at
www.town-and-co untry.o rg~

K arie Clark
Subscribed & sworn before me this

~l
(SEAL)

.

*

CHANELJONES

day of

Notary Public - Notary Seal
. ~tate of Missouri
Comm1ss1oned for St Louis County
My Comml~si~n Expires:August 08, 2022
Comm1ssmn Number: 14397721

f:J.L'- , 2020

icnotices or in-person by specia I
appointment
Due to current and potentially
extended COVID-19 restrictions on
gatherings, please forward any public
comments for the above noted hearing
to City Clerk Ashley McNamara at
McNamaraAN@town-and-<:omtry.org
before Monday, January 11, 2021 at
4:30 PM for distribution to the Board
of Aldermen and inclusion In the
formal record. If you have questions
concerning the submittal of your
public comments, contact Ashleyvia
email or at (314) 587-2806.
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BOARD OF ALDERMEN
CITY OF TOWN & COUNTRY, MO

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Aldermen of the City of Town and Country will hold a
Public Hearing on Monday, January 11 , 2021 at 7:00 P.M. , in the Municipal Center, 1011
Municipal Center Drive, 63131 , via videoconference, to consider Zoning Code Amendments
related to text amendment procedures; Section 405.290.
The hearing will be streamed live at the aforementioned date and time, tune in by clicking the
"WATCH" banner on our homepage at www.town-and-countrv.org.
All interested parties may examine all public documents relating to this matter at the Municipal
Center by appointment only, or via our website. Please read below for directions on submitting
public comments for inclusion in the public hearing. For direct inquiries about the project,
please contact City Planner Ryan Spencer at (314) 587-2827.
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any public comments for the above noted hearing to City Clerk Ashley McNamara at
McNamaraAN@town-and-countrv.org before Monday, January 11 , 2021 at 4:30 PM for
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concerning the submittal of your public comments, contact Ashley via email or at (314) 5872806.
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Since the certification of the June 2020 election, there have been 6 actions brought forth
against the City of Town & Country at the state and local levels, all of which have been
initiated by a former Alderman. All the allegations in question occurred while the former
Alderman was in office with full voting authority. City transparency is a crucial and a key
component of all projects initiated by staff and elected officials. Below is a recap of the 6
actions with corrective and/or additional information that has been omitted from
communication with our community through personal social medial platforms, a letter to a
local news publication and contribution to a television news broadcast. These actions include:
•

Sunshine Request of Documents (1) the day prior to end of the former alderman's

tenure. This request of documents, including materials and staff time, have cost the
city approximately 31. 75 hrs of staff time, resulted in 1505 pages to compile, 141 pages
copied . This does not include the legal hr/fees the City incurred.
•

Charges brought before the Missouri Ethics Commission (2). The charges and
allegations were dismissed by the MEC on November 19th, 2020.

•

A complaint was presented to the Attorney General's office (3). At this time, no
corrective action has been communicated.

•

Letter to the Editor (4) of a local news publication. The letter from the former

alderman made allegations regarding the conduct of other elected officials, city
projects, and related project costs. All projects in question required Board of Aldermen
(BOA) approval by vote. Throughout the processes which required numerous rounds of
voting, this former alderman voted for the project and any subsequent changes/costs
the large majority of the time . All members of the public have the oppportunity to
comment on all projects and may access project information on the city's website. The
letter to the editor requests the current BOA investigate the allegations. However, the
former alderman submitted her allegations to the MEC and MO Attorney General, both
of which have dismissed these claims.
•

Initiated a resident-request of a State Performance Audit (5). The State's Performance
Audit has a starting price of $100,000 for a city our size with potential to increase
considerably. Our city is 100% responsible for all fees. It is important to note that the
BOA could pursue a Performance Audit with a firm that specializes in municipal
structured entities which would come at a fraction of the cost of the State Audit.
Research indicates the cost of a Performance Audit for a city our size would be
approximately $25,000. Results from the Performance Audit, at either State or Local
levels, are presented in the same form as a recommendation to the City. The significant
cost of initiating a State Performance audit, and the option of initiating a Performance
Audit at the local level (and projected lower cost of $25K), was omitted from the
petition Google document. The main concern by this approach by the former alderman
is that it is incomplete at best, and purposefully misleading at worst. We believe that

full transparency is critical in making significant decisions regarding our city and this
effort clearly does not disclose full and transparent information.
•

Town Square - A conceptual design and initial cost estimate for Town Square was

presented in 2016 in a resident survey. After review of the survey, Town Square Task
Force recommendations and public input, the BOA approved the developer, final site
plan and cost at $S.2M. The final site plan incorporated enhancements to the

conceptual plan outlined in the resident survey. All documents, changes and meetings
are public record and all aldermen voted in favor of the project and associated costs.
During construction, $1.3 million in change orders were appropriated by the BOA,
which then increased total development cost of Town Square to $6.SM. The former
alderman was in office when this total of $6.5 million of funds were appropriated for
Town Square and voted in favor of 94%, or $6.lM in appropriations. Of the remaining
6%, the former alderman voted against 3% and was absent for the remaining 3%. This is
the same alderman now petitioning residents to overspend on a Performance Audit.
•

Former Alderman made a statement regarding "city has put a big burden on our
taxpayers" on a local news broadcast (6). The trigger word "taxpayers" is an inaccurate
representation of the revenue funds in our city's budget. Residents have not paid a tax
to T&C for over 20 years. The residents in T&C pay a property tax to the COUNTY not
the City of Town & Country as misrepresented by someone who held office for 4 years
and had oversight on the budget and appropriating funds.

•

Ballas/Clayton -With the completion of the 5-mile 8ft wide multi-use path on Clayton

Road in 2013, the intersection of Ballas (County Road) and Clayton (City Road)
crosswalk project was initiated with a unanimous approved ordinance (3758)
agreement between STL County and the city for the intersection improvements. Four
conceptual designs were considered . The City was awarded a Federal Service
Transportation Program (STP) grant to improve the conditions and performance of the
public road, pedestrian, and bicycle infrastructure. The approved design included:
o Ballas Rd. north-bound - addition of a designated right-turn lane onto Clayton
Rd .
o Clayton Rd. west-bound -widen the exiting designated right-turn lane onto
Ballas Rd.
o Clayton Rd . west-bound - extension of existing right-hand lane roadway, merging
at Kirken Knoll Rd.
o All crosswalks ADA compliant
Project oversight included a Task Force comprised of residents in Ward 1 and a
community-wide Open House. Budgeted items for the project included
design/engineering (40%) and right-of-way acquisition (43%). The project failed due to
inability to acquire the Scott Property easement. In effort to add value to the monetary

offer, the City was able to increase Scott Property's confined parking space through a
negotiated agreement with the property owner adjacent to the Scott Property Building.
Scott Property customers would have access to an adjoining parking lot. Scott
Properties countered the city's monetary and additional parking spaces offer with an
amount 6 times higher than the monetary offer or an increase of 83%. The BOA
unanimously decided to terminate the project and return the grant.
Note: from 2013 to 2020 every ordinance, resolution and closed session vote passed
unanimously. LB and TF were present for every vote while in office.
LEGISLATION
8/2013- Ordinance agreement with County
2/2014 - R03-2014 Authorized grant application for intersection improvement
9/2014 - Ordinance authorized STP agreement for Clayton/Ballas crosswalk
improvements with MoDOT through MHTC
10/2015 - Ordinance authorized agreement with Burns & McDonnell for engineering
design associated with crosswalk improvements
5/2017 - Ordinance authorized engineering services fee amendment with Burns &
McDonnell for crosswalk improvements
9/2017 - Ordinance authorized agreement with Mueller and Neff for property appraisal
serviced related to the crosswalk improvement project

McNamara, Ashley
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Lindsey Butler <lindseybutlersgirls@gmail.com>
Monday, January 11 , 2021 3:38 PM
McNamara, Ashley
Clayton and Ballas intersection

Ashley,
Please read this into the record during tonight's board meeting. Please do not allow for it to just be added without being
read aloud. Thanks!
Dear Board of Aldermen,
This evening the board will be voting on agenda item #1 to enter into an amended agreement with St Louis County
where the City of Town and Country will expect County to reimburse them about $22k and T &C will payback about
$261,000 in grant funds because of the failed Clayton and Ballas intersection upgrades and associated sidewalk, which
the city asked to be built.
Please ask, prior to voting, if the County has agreed to these terms. It states very clearly in the email from County, that
they were concerned with TC not holding up our end of an agreement. According to the documents, discovered during
a Sunshine Law request of County's records, which have been turned over to all of you previously, this project was
delayed due to T&C requesting handling of the easements instead of allowing County to do so. Additionally, the cost
overruns for engineering and easements were known to the city a long time prior to the board members being told that
the project was not moving forward. In fact, the city, not the County, made the decision to abandon this project even
after spending hundreds of thousands of dollars on easements and legal bills, which can be seen repeatedly in the
County's sent emails.
This project is another reason for an independent state performance audit and I would encourage you each to reach out
to County prior to voting this evening. I am attaching the email that I sent previously to you for the record and will be
sending the remainder of the records to city hall for your review and public disclosure.
This isn't a comfortable conversation, but in light of the additional information that you have at your disposal, you may
wish to look at all of the docs prior to making a decision.
Thank you,
Lindsey Butler
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Bob Shelton, City Administrator
DATE:

December 14, 2020

RE:

Clayton/Ballas Agreement

BACKGROUND: As previously discussed, as a r
responsibly acquire right of way at the south west co
has been in commun1ication with St. Louis County anc
term1inating the project agreement. The terms of the
the County to reimburse tlhe City $22,361. As a resul
City will be expected to reimburse 261,3'92.60 in feder;
design and right of way which is currently budgeted in t
The design documents and acquired easements will be
County who has jurisdiction over Ballas Road and the i
or any other entity want to take on a future project.
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ORDINANCE NO..

Dear Board Members,
Attached is some information from the St Louis County Trans Dept regarding the Clayton and Ballas rd
intersection upgrades that the city has undertaken for about 7 years in one way or another. I am sending
these documents to you in order for the entire board to have a history of the project and understand the
issues and costs associated with it. This project is one of the reasons for the state to audit our city.
So far T &C has spent:
$268,333 for easements
$130,922 for "construction"
$???? Legal bills for 2 condemnation talks
$ 399,255 total and no upgrades will be done
Additionally, the contracts for easements didn' t contain a provision for non payment if the project
doesn't move forward, so all those$$ are gone from our coffers.
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This info comes directly from our city( the$ amounts) and the County. Concerning is the 9% interest
rate for condemnation mentioned below. Also, the city stated in the contract/agreement that we would
take on easement acquisitions because we wouldn 't condemn any property.
Just thought you should know.
<Clayton Road Improvements 2019 - Easement Payments.xlsx>

<FW Clayton Ballas Agreement.pelf>
<RE Clayton Ballas Agreement.pdf>
<imageO .jpeg>
<imagel.jpeg>

" The way to right wrongs is to turn the light of truth upon them."
-Ida B. Wells-Barnett

Sent from my iPhone
Please excuse typos and grammatical errors as this is being sent from a cellular phone with an overly
sensitive autocorrect.
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